
Today is the Rededication 
of England to Our Lady. I 
ask you to join in the re-
dedication by praying the 
prayers on page 3. You can 
also watch the rededication 
at Walsingham online. 
Many of you will have 
made your consecration to 
Our Lady on Wednesday. 
This was a private and per-
sonal event. But please 
know that I prayed for all 
of those who joined in the 
consecration as I made my 
renewal of consecration 
after Mass on Wednesday. 

Fr Prabhakar has returned 
to his community in Bir-
mingham for the duration 
of the crisis. Teresa, our 
secretary, is working from 
home. I am in each day, 
but staying at my mother’s 
most of the time. So email 
is the best way of contact-
ing. God bless you all, and 
bring us through this time. 

This has been the strangest 
of weeks. Little by little 
over the previous two 
weeks, my diary had most 
of its engagements deleted, 
as meetings and events 
were cancelled or post-
poned. Then, after Mon-
day’s announcement by the 
Prime Minister, we also 
had to close our churches, 
so that the regular times of 
Adoration could no longer 
continue. And so, my diary 
is now completely empty. 
And yet, it’s been quite a 
busy week. As well as the 
daily Mass and prayers, in 
which priests pray for the 
Church, the World and 
our people, I have set 
about telephoning people, 
beginning with those who 
are older and alone at 
home. The problem is that 
our parish records are not 
completely up to date, and 
some people are simply not 
there. If you or someone 

you know would like me 
to call them, then I will 
gladly do so. Please email 
me with the details (my 
personal address, not the 
par tnersh ip  par i shes 
email).  

The other thing I have set 
about doing, is recording a 
homily, talk or reflection 
each day. You can find 
details of accessing those 
on page 3.  

Of course, there are some 
people who are completely 
at sea when it comes to 
online content. For them, 
there is no chance of re-
ceiving any of the things 
put on the website or any-
where else in cyberspace. I 
would kindly ask, if you 
know any people who 
don’t have the internet, 
then please consider print-
ing out a copy of this bulle-
tin, and posting it through 
their door. 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
Bl Anacleto González 

Flores 
1888-1927 

As a young man, Bl Ana-
cleto was involved in the 
apostolic life of the Church 
in Mexico, as an active 
member of the Catholic 
Association of Young Mex-
icans, teaching catechism, 
and involved in charitable 
works. He also wrote arti-
cles about the Christian 

life. He married María 
Concepción in 1922 and 
they had two children. By 
1926 the situation for 
Catholics had worsened 
and there was active perse-
cution. Anacleto worked 
for the defence of religious 
freedom, but was arrested, 
imprisoned, and tortured. 
He refused to give infor-
mation and was con-
demned to death.  
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Kidsgrove St John the Evange-
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Packmoor St Patrick’s Church, 
Mellor Street, Packmoor, Stoke-
on-Trent, ST7 4SN 
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Parish Priest’s Open House  
There will be no Open House on Monday evenings until 
further notice. No arrangements can be made for Bap-
tisms or weddings at the moment. For any other enquir-
ies, please phone the Presbytery and leave a message or 
email Fr Julian directly. 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps are dedicated for:  
St Joseph’s: John Martin 
Sanctuary lamps can still be dedicated. Minimum 
donation £5.  See above for how to arrange this dur-
ing church closure. 

MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK 

Saturday John Hodgkinson Wednesday 

Sunday People of the Parishes Thursday 

Tuesday Marie Louise Ostrowski Saturday 

A Private Mass (by the priest alone) will be offered for the following intentions this week 

Bill & Mary Whitehouse 

Tom Longshaw & Andrew Sturgess 

Bridget Culhane 

Monday Frank Smithson Friday Canon John Joseph Welch 

By order of His Grace the Archbishop, all our churches are now closed to the public and parish-
ioners until further notice. 

Please join the private celebration of Mass by uniting your intentions to the offering of the Mass 
and making a Spiritual Communion. For your information, Mass is offered by Fr Julian at about 

11am each morning at St Joseph’s, Goldenhill. 

No Baptisms or Marriages may be celebrated during this time. These will be postponed until af-
ter restrictions are lifted.  

The other Sacraments (Anointing of the Sick, Last Holy Communion, Confession, Baptism) are 
only being celebrated in danger of death. Please contact Fr Julian in the case of an emergency, 

preferably by email to fr.julian.green@rcaob.org.uk (received immediately). 

Funerals are not being celebrated in church, but only graveside or crematorium services for im-
mediate family are being offered. A Funeral Mass at a later time after restrictions are lifted will 

be able to be arranged. 

Mass can still be offered for any intentions. Either place the Mass offering in an envelope, writ-
ing the intention on the outside of the envelope and clearly marking it ‘Mass Offering’, and post 
it through the Presbytery door at St Joseph’s, or email Fr Julian to arrange (use above email ad-

dress).  

The Sanctuary Lamps in our churches remain lit, in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament. If 
you would like to dedicate a lamp for a week, please follow the same instructions as for a Mass, 
but please mark the envelope ‘Lamp dedication’ and indicate the preferred church. If you would 
like to light any candles, this can also be done—follow the same procedure, but mark the enve-

lope ‘Votive candles’. 

We still rely on your offertory! Either keep your offerings to hand in when the churches reopen, 
or post your offertory envelope or donations through St Joseph’s Presbytery door, or the pres-

bytery door at St John’s (not the post box on the street gate) or the post box at English Martyrs’ 
church (round the back side of the meeting room, not the presbytery door). 

Fr Julian is using the time to speak to parishioners by telephone. If you or anyone you know 
would like to receive a telephone call, please let Fr Julian know, preferably by email.  
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L:ive streamed mass &          
Resources 

Fr Julian is not live-streaming Mass. However, many 
priests are. These range from the Cathedral to local par-
ish churches. Have a look at what is available, to view 
Mass online: https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/
parishes-with-live-streams  

You can also look in at the shrine of Our Lady of Wal-
singham who have a live-stream for Mass and Devotions 
at https://www.walsingham.org.uk/live-stream/  

PARTNERSHIP OF PARISHES ON 
YOUTUBE! 

Fr Julian is not live-streaming Masses from church, as 
there are so many others who are doing so. However, he 
is making a daily video with a reflection for the day. Also 
there will be a talk for children each week, and special 
guest appearances too. To access the Partnership of Par-
ishes YouTube channel, please search YouTube for ‘Our 
Lady of Grace Parishes’ or use this link https://
tinyurl.com/wqtqx76 

act of rededication 

O Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God and our most gen-
tle Queen and Mother, look down in mercy upon England 
thy “Dowry” and upon us all who greatly hope and trust 
in thee. 

We your faithful people offer you this country in which we live. Once 
it was yours, all its children were your children and you were honoured 
throughout England as its Protectress and its Queen. Again do we 
consecrate it as your Dowry, and entrust it to your maternal care.  

By thee it was that Jesus our Saviour and our hope was 
given unto the world; and He has given thee to us that we 
might hope still more.  

To you we entrust the Church, which invokes you as Mother. On earth 
you preceded her in the pilgrimage of faith. Comfort her in her diffi-
culties and trials. Make her always the sign and instrument of intimate 
union with God and of the unity of the whole human race. To you, 
Mother of the human family, and of the nations, we confidently en-
trust the whole of humanity with its hopes and fears. Let it not lack 
the light of true wisdom. Guide it to seek freedom and justice for all. 
Direct its steps in the ways of peace. Enable all to meet Christ, the 
Way, the Truth and the Life.  

Plead for us thy children, whom thou didst receive and 
accept at the foot of the Cross, O sorrowful Mother.  

Pray, O Holy Mother of God, for the conversion of heart of the people 
of England, restoration of the sick, consolation for the troubled, re-
pentance of sinners, peace to the departed. Queen of Peace, pray for us 
and give to the world the peace for which all peoples are longing, 
peace in the truth, justice and charity of Christ. Give peace to the 
nations and to the souls of all, that in peace, the Kingdom of God may 
prevail.  

Intercede for our separated brethren, that with us in the 
one true fold they may be united to the supreme Shepherd, 
the Vicar of thy Son.  

May your prayers bring back this country to the fullness of its ancient 
faith. May your intercession lead us to a closer union with your divine 
Son. We offer you all the people of this land, especially those who 
know you so little or not at all. May all in our country know Christ, 
the light of the world and its only Saviour.  

Pray for us all, dear Mother, that by faith fruitful in good 
works we may all deserve to see and praise God, together 
with thee, in our heavenly home.  

May we who follow your Son, be fruitful in the good work of building 
a culture of life in our world, where all human life is treasured and the 
gift of God’s creation is respected and cared for, so that all may share 
the fruits of Gods generous love.  

Pray for us O Holy Mother of God  
That we may be made worthy of the Promises of Christ.  

O Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God, and our most gentle Queen 
and Mother, look down in mercy upon England, thy Dowry, and upon 
us all who greatly hope and trust in thee. By thee it was that Jesus, our 
Saviour and our hope, was given unto the world; and he has given thee 
to us that we might hope still more. Plead for us thy children, whom 
thou didst receive and accept at the foot of the cross, O sorrowful 
Mother, intercede for our separated brethren, that with us in the one 
true fold they may be united to the Chief Shepherd, the Vicar of thy 
Son. Pray for us all, dear Mother, that by faith, fruitful in good 
works, we may all deserve to see and praise God, together with thee in 
our heavenly home. Amen.  

REDEDICATION OF ENGLAND AS 
DOWRY OF MARY 

We had planned to have our own event for the Rededica-
tion of England as Dowry of Our Lady which is taking 
place at 12 noon today, the Fifth Sunday of Lent. The 
Rededication is going ahead nonetheless. Cardinal Vin-
cent Nichols will be leading our country in the rededica-
tion. If you would like to join in the Rededication, then 
please pray the prayer in the right hand column, at mid-
day, or at another time when you can. To watch the live 
stream at Walsingham, see the link in the article above. 



Goldenhill and Kidsgrove 200 
Club  We are halting the weekly and 
monthly draws for the 200 Club for 
four months (begins again at the end 
of July) as many will find it difficult 
to make contributions during the 
present crisis. All contributions made 
will be held over. The Annual draw 
will be made at Christmas, and the 
200 Club will from now on be Janu-
ary to December each year. This will 
make it easier for everyone. 

Matthew 27:11-54 

Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus said to him, “You have 
said so.” But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he made no answer. Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not 
hear how many things they testify against you?” But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge; so that the governor 
wondered greatly. Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the crowd any one prisoner whom they 
wanted. And they had then a notorious prisoner, called Barabbas. So when they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do 
you want me to release for you, Barabbas or Jesus who is called Christ?” For he knew that it was out of envy that they had 
delivered him up. Besides, while he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with 
that righteous man, for I have suffered much over him today in a dream.” Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the 
people to ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. The governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release 
for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” Pilate said to them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?” They all said, 
“Let him be crucified.” And he said, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified.” So 
when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took water and washed his hands before 
the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this righteous man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” And all the people answered, “His 
blood be on us and on our children!” Then he released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, delivered him to be 
crucified. 

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the praetorium, and they gathered the whole battalion before him. And 
they stripped him and put a scarlet robe upon him, and plaiting a crown of thorns they put it on his head, and put a reed in 
his right hand. And kneeling before him they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” And they spat upon him, and 
took the reed and struck him on the head. And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the robe, and put his own 
clothes on him, and led him away to crucify him. As they were marching out, they came upon a man of Cyrene, Simon by 
name; this man they compelled to carry his cross. And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means the place of 
a skull), they offered him wine to drink, mingled with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. And when they had 
crucified him, they divided his garments among them by casting lots; then they sat down and kept watch over him there. And 
over his head they put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus the King of the Jews.” Then two robbers were cruci-
fied with him, one on the right and one on the left. And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads and saying, 
“You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the 
cross.” So also the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked him, saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. 
He is the King of Israel; let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him. He trusts in God; let God deliv-
er him now, if he desires him; for he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” And the robbers who were crucified with him also reviled 
him in the same way. 

Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with 
a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” And some of the bystand-
ers hearing it said, “This man is calling Elijah.” And one of them at once ran and took a sponge, filled it with vinegar, and put 
it on a reed, and gave it to him to drink. But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” And 
Jesus cried again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit.  

And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom; and the earth shook, and the rocks were 
split; the tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised, and coming out of the 
tombs after his resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many. When the centurion and those who were 
with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were filled with awe, and said, “Truly this 
was the Son of God!” 

NEXT SUNDAY ’S GOSPEL 

Hospital Do you know of someone 
in  hospital? The chaplaincy are not 
automatically notified. If there is an 
emergency, ask the nurses to call the 
Chaplain on call. Otherwise, please 
call the chaplaincy on 01782 676400.  

Fr Julian has now passed the half way 
mark on his Camino to Santiago, 

after four sections of the route. The 
Camino is paused for the summer. 

You can still donate to Teenage Can-
cer Trust at 

www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/frjuliancamino  
You can review Fr Julian’s progress 

at his Camino blog              
frjulianscamino.blogspot.com 

Foodbank Our Foodbank at English 
Martyrs’ continues to function. If you 
are in need please do not hesitate to 
ask for help. Fr Julian can issue 
vouchers and the Foodbank is open 
Thursdays 6pm to 8pm at church. 


